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T:ll we all come in the unitie of the faith, and-of the know- 
ledge of the Sonne of Goa, unto 4 perfect man, unto the 
meaſare of the ſtature of the fulneſſe of Chriſt, 


Hen the Lords A4rke was to ict 
torward, the forme of prayCt 
uſed by Azoſes, was 3 * Kiſe up, 
L oRD, and let thine enemnes le 
ſcatterea;and let them that hate 
thee, flee before thee. The iweet 

 Pfalmift of Hracl, training his 
deſcant to this ground, begin- 


* neth the Plalm whi Ir E- 
pared to be ſung at the removing oithe Arke, afeer the 
ſame manner, Let God ariſe: /et his enemies be [cattered * 


let them alſo that hate hims, flee before him : and then go- 
eth on,till at length he hath rayſed his note unro his full 


height : Thou haſt aſcended up on hidh : thou haſt led capti- 


witie captive : thus haſt receivedgijts for men(Pſalm,68. 
18). Which being by our Apoſtle in © this Chaprer in- 
rerprered of the Aſcenſion of our Saviour Chriſt into 
heauen, and made the very ſpring from whence the 
matter of my preſent Text is derived, leaderh us tothe 
juſt application of the type to the truth, and purteth us 
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-inminde. thatthe removing of the Arke, whith gave | 

occaſion to caepnning of his Pſalme, was an adum- 

-. bration of our _— 2--exnoveall from the Earth to 

Heaven and thag by this abtcuc-othis, we areno lo, 

: __ - ſers, bur gainers, ſeeing he is afcendec. .'-on high,both © 

» -- .rotriumphover his and our tags, | he /ed zaptivitce gaps'# 

: tiue | and ro conferre benefits tpon his friends.{ he 

| gifts unto men.) AI P + 

"IR The * 4rke of the Covenant ( we know Ywas appaltn» 
eHeb.22-24. tedto be a figure of * /eſwus the Medratonr of the newRoe 

| Vvenant:the great K732 Prophet and Prie/t of his Church 4 - 
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—— —Therefore was it ordered, that the Arke ſhould haue #g#* 
CYOWP HE of go1la about it : (Exod, 37. 2,) than which, 
- wharcould be more fitto fer forth the ate of our King? 
- for thus wee /ee leſus crowned with glory and honour, 
 *{ Heb.2, 9.) Vpon the Ark ſtood the Propitiatoric or 
 Mercie-ſcate, whence God did ule to deliver his Ora- 
cles from betwixtthe Cherubins : than w<Þ,what more 
_ lively repreſentation £3 there be of the,Propbeticall 
"BR ofhce of our Saviour?of whom it is written :God hath in 
: theſe laſt dayes ſpoken anto ns by his Sonxe,(Heb.1.2,) The 
Arke had both the Rod and the Tables of the Law, by _ 
Gods appointment placed within it: than which, whar as 
couldbe more apt to expreſle the; ſatisfation, which! *- 
_. our b124 Prieſt was to make unto his Farhers juſtice, as" _ 
. well by his Paſs/veas by his Ave obediencepfor as he 
felt che firoke of the Rod for us, that? rhe chaſti/ement of 
: eur peace being laid upon him, with his ſtripes we might be 
£ Math. 2-15, healed : 10872 behooved him alſo to fulfill the Lav and all” 
=_ of 4 riohteom{ne//ethatfo he might be Þ rhe end of the Law for 
OO rigbteouſneſſe toevery one that beleeveth, The letter.of 
the Law being not morecertainely to be found within 
TS the 
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the Arke, than the accompliſhment thereof within 


him : according to that which he ſpake by his holy 
Prophet, i /» the volame of the booke it is written of mee, 


— 


that 1 ſhou'd ave thy will, O God:yea, thy Law is within my 


heart. 
The Arke had many removes from place to place, 
whiles it ſojourned in the Taberxacle : but was brought 
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'upartlaſt intorhe Temple, there to dwe!l upon God's | 


holy Hill ; the' place of which he himnſelte had ſaid, 
£ This is my reſt for ever z here will I dwell, for I have a 
delight therein, Where, at the firſt entry, King Salomen 
ſtoodready to enitertaine him with this welcome, | 4- 
riſe, O Lord God, into thy reſting place, thou, and the_ 
CArke of thy [tremoth : Let thy Prieſts, O Lord God, be clo. 
 thed with ſalvation ; and let thy Saints reiofce in good- 
eſſe. Our blefſed Saviour, in the dayes of his fleſh, had 
no reſting place, but continually ® went about doing 
good: untillar lenge! * he was received up into Hea- 
ven, and fate 0n the right hand of G vp, For when he 
had ended his progreflc up, and ® finiſhed 
there that worke which his Fagfier had given him to 
doe; he? left the world, andwentto the Father , ma- 


king his laſt remove unto the high Court of Heaven, . 


4 where he is to re{ide untill the time of the reſtitution 
of all things. * The Temple of GOD was opened in Hea- 
ven, and there was ſeene in his Temple the © Arke of hs 
Teſtament, ſaith S, 1ohn inthe Apocalypſe, It we looke 
to the corporall preſence of our Saviourz inthe Tem- 
ple of Heaven muſt this Arke be ſought for, in no 0- 
' other place is ir to be found : but if we looke to the 
vertue comming from him, by the operation of his 
wordand Spirit ; ſo we ſhallfinde him in his Temple 

upon 
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m At.10,38. 
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p Toh, 16, 28. 
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(Mat.23. 20. upon earth, © preſent with us alwayes, even unto the 
cnd of che world : for,thele were rhe gitcs that, when he 

" aſcended into Heaven, he did deſtowupon men, 
at hes This the Propher layeth downe thus : *Thos kaſt af- 
cended up on hich : ore haſt recerved gifts for men. The 
u Epheſ. 4.8. Apoſtle cireth it thus : ® when he aſcended up on high, he 
gave gifts unto men. The reconciliation 1s caſte : He re- 
cceiyed thoſe gifts, not roretaine rhem with himſlelte, 
but to diſtribute them for the benoofe of his Church, 
So for the Spzrzt, S. Peter teacheth us, As 2, 33. There- 
' fore berng by the right hand of God exalted, | there is his 
aſcending up on high] aud having recerved of the Fa- 
ther the promiſe of the holy Ghoſt, | there is his receiving | 
he hath (hed forth this which ye novo [ee and heave, | there 
is his giving of this gift unto men, | And for the Mini- 
ſtery of the F974, he himfelte intimareth as much 1n his 
bh Commiſhon, given ro the Apoſtles, Mar, 28, 18. 19. 
Oo» 6! pomer is orven unto mee- in heaven and in earth; 
[ there he rece1veth | Gor ye therefore, and teach all nati- 


«Epheſ4@u1, #77 | therehe giverh this giftunto men. ]*He gave ſome 

1% _ Cpoſtics, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and 

[ome Paſtors and Teachers, for the per fefting of the Satyts : 

ſaith our Apolite here, That hercin alſo that mightbe * 

fulfilled, whici we heard to haue beene uttered, when 

y 3 Chron 6. the Arke was brought to his reſting place? : Let thy 

4. © Prieſts, 0 Lord God, be cloathed with ſalvation, and let thy 
Plal. 1324940 0c 1;xfs rerovee 118 gooaneſſe. | 

The worke of th? Miniſtery, how meanely foever it be 

eſtcemed in the World. yet in the eſtimation of our 

| Saviour Chrift, was one of the choyleit gifts, that in 

zEpheC.4.0. this ſolemnitie of his triumphant *aſcendingup far a- 

bove all heavens, he thought fic to beſtow upon his 

Churct 
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Church here upon earth + as thar which tended body 


to the * perfecting of the Saints, and tothe edrfying of\ 2 Thi ver-12 
his owne bedy, Foras® ithath pleaſcy the Father, rhat þ, Col, r. 19. 


- 


in him all fulneſſe ſhould dwell : lo the Son is allo plca- FP 
ſed, not to hold it any diſparzgement, that © þzs Body, « Ephe(-1.23, 
the Church, ſhould be accountea 7he ſulneſſe of hims 

that filleth all in all, That howſoever in humſclte he be 

moſt abſolutely and perte&tly complete ; yet is his 

Church ſo neerely conjoyned unto him, that lie hol- 

deth not himlelfe full withoutit : bur as long as any 

one member remaineth yer ungathered and unknir un- 

to this mylticall body of his, he accounteth, in the 

meane time, ſomewhat to be deficient in himlſelte, 

And therefore our Apoſtle having, in the words im- 

mediately going before this Text, declared, that rhe 

Miniſtery was inſtituted for the ea:/ying of the bode of 

Chriſt; addeth preſently, Tz{ wee all come in the unitte. 

of the faith, and of the knowled:? of the Soune of GOD, 

anto a perfeft man, unts the meaſure of the lature of the 
fulneſſe of Chriſt. 

In which words we may obſerue a{well the Matter of 
this Building [ wee a// | as the Srrwdtave of it; and fur- 
theralſo conſider in the Structure, firft, the laying of 
the foundatioa | 1» the unite of the fatth, and of the. 
knowledae of the Soane of G'd | ſecondly, the bringing of 
the worke tc perfeRion, andrhe railing of it to his juſt 


height | #nto 4 perfett man, anto the meaſure of the [ta- 
ture of the fulneſſe of Chriſt |. 4 : 
The Mattey then of this ſpirituall edifice (that wee 
may begin with that ) are wee cur ſelves, 4 Yee. alſo as q i Pers, 5; 
lively ftoxes, are built up 4 ſpiritual hoaſe : {aith Saint 
Peter, To this Saint Pax/ doth here adde a note of Y- : 
B niver- 
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niverſalitie {Ws Art:] as ſuting beſt with the 
nature of the Catho!/7ck or V aiverſall Church, which 
is that body of Chriſt, otthe cdrfying whereof he here 
treateth : of which therefore he telleth us more plain- 


erCor. 12. .]y jnanother place ; that *by owe /þ:rit we are all bapti- 


I3+ 


- £ea into one bodte, wh:ther wee be lewss or Gentiles, 


whether we be bond or free. For the Catholick Church 


is not to belought for in any one angle or quarter of 


the world : but among all that 7x every place call upon 


the Name of Leſus Chriſt our Lord, both theirs and ours, 
(1 Corinthians 1,2.) Therefore to their Lord and 


fPfal.2'8. Ours was itfaid ;t Asbe of mee, and 1 willgive thee the 


Heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts 


 » of the earth for thy poſſe Fionzanf to his myſticall body, 


gEf 435.6, the Catholique Church accordingly. 8 7 will bring 


LA 


thy ſeed from the Eaſt, and gather. thee from the Weſt: 
Iwill [ay to the North, give up ; and to the South, Keepe 
not backe : br jug wy ſonnes from farre, and my danghters 


from the ezas of the earth ; even every one that ts called 


by 1) 14ame. 

Thus muſt we conceiue of the Catholick Church, 
as of one entire body;made up by the colleion and 
aggregation of all the Faithtu'] unto the anitiethere- 


_ of: from which union there ariſerh unto every one 


of them ſuch a relation to, and a dependance upon 
the Church Catholique, as parts uſe to have in re- 
ſpe& of their whole, Wherenpon it followerh, that 


neyther particular perſons, nor particular Chur- 


ches, are to worke as ſfeverall divided bodyes by 
themſelues (which is the ground of all Schi/mze ), 
but are to teach, and to be taught, and to doe all 
other Chriſtian duties, as parts conjoyned _— 

the 
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the whoie, and members of the ſame Common- 
wealth or corporation; and therefore the Biſhops of 


theancicnt Church,though they had the governmet 

of particular Congregations onely committed unto 

them, yet in regard of this communion which they 

held with the Vniverſall, did uſually take ro them- 

ſelves the title of Biſhops of the Catholick Church. 

Which maketh ſtrongly aſwellagainft thc new Sepa- 

ratiſts,as the old Dozatiſts : who exher hold ita thing 
knot much materiall, fo they profeſſe the faith of h DA 
Chriſt, whether they doc it in the Catholick Com- no 
munion, or out of it, orelfe (which is worle)dote fo tereſle creden- 


46 k harrthey <sinquaquſ- 
much upon the perfe&is ottheir own part,that they que pane 


refuſe ro joyn in fellowſhip with the reit of the body cp,,gianus 


of Chriſtians; as if they themſelues were the onely fir; ides per- 
| manebant in 


people of God, and all wiſedome muſt live and die ee 


with them and their generation, cuiaibi nart 
And herein, of ail others, doe our Romaniſls nt, & eos 
inde di{cede- 


moſt tearefully offend; as being the authors of the ,\ 140. 
moſt cruel ſchiſme,that ever hath been ſeene in the tholicam ne- 
Church of God, Thoſe infamous ſchiſmes of the vo- ©? trankre 


| : cogebat. Ex 
vatians and Dowatiſts were but perry rLents,1n COMPAa- pauld pof Py- 


_ . - h | d abamu Is 
riſon of this huge rupture, which hath pulled aſunde1 — —— 


Eaſtand Weſt.North & South and growne to ſuch revel 
a headat home,that in our Weltern parts/whiere this Chiſti rene 


tation was ſo prevalent) Ir hath for diverſe ages paſj 4s: led - 
- gratias Dome. 


been eſteemed Catholicke, Inthe 17 of the Revela-no, guines 4 


tion wee hauea Woman deſcribed unto us, fitting up- 4 — 
: | el1t, & hoc 
on ſevex mountaines,and upon many waters, The wo- 5 p00 008 


”41z is there expounded to be i that great Citie which gruere, ut in 


4 ' : tur, oft 1 
ains upon which chat City ſate, needed nottobeex- ; xe, rays 


B2 poun- 


\ 
\ 


\figecrh over the Kings of the earth, The ſeven moun- v9are cola- 
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pounded : every chiide knew what was meant there-_j 

kIbid,yer.t5. by, Tac waters are interpreted k peoples, and mult- 
tudes, ad nations, and towgnes, Which is that very V- 
niverl tliticand _atholiciſme that the Romanitlts are 

wont 0 much to brag of, For, th1s m4 1 the par- 

| ticular Churc': of Kexze the Cetz-Church , which they 
1Ibid.verl. 5- call the Mother-Church, the holy Ghoſt ſtileth ! che 
' Mother o, harlots and abomin4tions of the earth, Thoſe 

pe-ples,and multitudes, nations,and tongues, are tuch 

as this proud Citic rcigneth over : the Catho/rck-Rv- 

»7an Church they are commonly called by them- 

mTb.r.z.&7, felves;but by the holy Ghoſt, ® che Beaſt upon which 
the Woman ſitteth. 

= This woman is the Head of the fa&tion, and the ye- 
; . ry Mother of this{chiſm:the Bea/?.that 15 to ſay, they 
that ſuffer themſcluesro bethus ridden by her,are her 
avbettors and ſupporters in it, For the particular 
Church of Rome (not being content to be a fellow- 
member with the reſt ofthe Churches of Chriſt, and 
to haue a joynr dependance with them ups the whole 
n Gal-4-26, body of the Church Catholick, » which # the Mother 
of s allywill needs goe out of her rank zand,ſcorning 

any longer to be accounted one of the branches of the 

Catholick Church, would faine be acknowledged to 

| bethe roof of it: fothat nowall other Churches muſt 

hold their dependanceupon it, or otherwiſe be caſt 
forth as withered branches, which are fit onely tobe 

throwne into the fire, and burned, The wiſedome of 

God foreſaw this infolency long before-hand : and 

therfore cauſed a Cavear to be entred againſt ;r,cven. 

in that Epiſtle which was ſpecially dire&ed to the 

Church of Roxee itſejte, The words are plaine enough, 

Rom, 
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. Roms, 11.18, 1f theu boaſt, thou beareſt not the root, but 
the root thes, The Church of Rexze therefore muſt 
know that ſhee is no 1nore a root to beare up other 
Churches,than other Churches are to beare up her: 
ſhe may not pgoe bey »nd her line, and boaſt her ſelfe 
to be the 707 of the Catholick Church, but be con- 
tented to be born her clte by the yooz, alwell as other 
particular Churches are,For a fireametolever it ſclte 
from the common Fountaine, that it may bee coun- 
ted a Fountaine it ſe!fe, without dependance upon a- 
ny other; is the next way to make an end of it, and 
dry it up, The Church of Ke may doe well to think 
ofthis,and leave off her vaine boaſting,e7 /it 4 Qxeey, 
and am 70 Widow, and ſha'l fee no ſorrow, Other Chur- 
ches may faile, andthe gates of hell may prevaile a- 
gainſt them:bur it cannor fall out ſo with me,VVhere- 
as ſhe might remember, that they were Komazxes, un- 
to whom the Apoſtle lo long ſince gave this admoni- 


tion, P Be wot hizh minaea, but feare, Fer if God ſpared p Rom 11. 


not the naterall branches, take beed leſt he alſo ſpare not 
thee. Behold therefore the goodneſſe and ſeverity of Grd: 
en them which fell, ſeveritie but towards thee, goodnes, 
if thou continue in his goodne[e : otherwiſe Tnou A 1- 
$0 SnaALT Bs Cur Ore, 

The RImanes therefore by their pride may get a 


fall, as well as others; andthe Church of Rowe by in- 


fidelity may be cut off, aſwell as any other congrega- 
tion : and yet the Catholick Church ſubſiſt for all 
that, as having for her foundation neither Rome, nor 
Rows Biſhop, but Teſ#s Chrrft, the Sonne of the li- 
ving God, And yetthis proud Dame and her daugh- 


ters, the particular Church of Rowe I meane,and that 
B3 which 


o Rev. 18,7, 


20,41-32 
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- which they call thc Catholick R:1maxe ( or the f:ion 


rather chat prevaileth in them boyi)have in theſe lat- 
cer ages confined the whole Church of Chriſt within 


them!eclves,and excluded all othersthat were notun- 


der the R&mane obedience, as aliens from tne Com- 
mon-wealch of {{racl, and {trangers from the eove- 
nants of promile, T he Doratriſts were cryed out a- 
gainft by out forctathers, for (hutting up the Church 


within the parts of the South; and rejectingall others * 


that he!d not corrcſpondency with that patch of 
theirs : And could hey rhinke weil then of them,that 
ſhould conclude the Church within the weſ/terz parts 
ot the world, and exclude all other Chriſtians trom 


the body of Chriſt, that held not by the ſame root 


q Subefſc Ro- 


mano Pont» 


fici omn1t hu - 
mang Crea - 
turzx declara- 
mus, dicimus, 


 definimus, & 
 pronuntiamus 


omnino efle 

deneceſlitate 

ſalntis Bonifac. 
Fill. in Extra- 
Vag [Dc majo- 
ritate % oDe- 
di-nt12,c4? V. 
nam anctam: 


there that they did ? It is a ({trange thing to me, thar 
wiſe men ſhould make ſuch large diſcourſes of the 
Catho/ique Church, and bring ſo many teſtimonies to 
praye the Vniverſalitic of it:& not diſcern, that while 
by this means they think they have gottena great vi- 
Qory over us, they have in very truth overthrowne 
themſelves for when it c6metrh ro the point, in ſtead 
of the Catholick Church which conſiſteth of the cg- 
munion of all nations, they obtrude their own peece 
unto us: circumſcribing the Church of Chriſt with- 
in theprecin&s of the Romiſh juriſdiction, and tea- 
vingall the world beſideto the power of Sathan, for 
with them it is areſolved caſe;that 4 fs every creataure_ 


it ts altogether of neceſſitte to ſalvation, to be ſubie(t to 
the Romane Biſhop. | 


Whatmuſtthen become of the poore Meſcovites 
and Grecians (to ſay nothing of the reformed Chur- 


ches)in Exrope? What of the «£zyptian and e/£thiops- 
| "4 AN 
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ay Churches in Africk ? what ofthe greatcompanies 
of Chriſtians ſcattered overall 4ſia, even from Con- 
fantinopleunto the Eaſt Indies, which have and (tll 
doe endure more afflidions and preſſures for the 
Name of Chriſt, than they have ever done, that 
would be accounted the onely /friends of Chriſt ? 
Muſt theſe, becauſe they are not the Popes ſubjeas, 
be therefore denied to be Chriſt's ſubiects ? Becauſe 
they are not under the obedience of the Romane 
Church, doe they thereupon forfait the eftare which 
they claime in the Catholick Church, our of which 
there is no lalvation > Muſt we give all theſe for gone, 
and conclude, that they are certainly damned? They 
who talke ſo much of rhe Catho/ick Church, bur in- 
deed ſtand fortheir owne particu/ar, muſt of force 
ſinke as low in #xcharitableneſſe, as they have thruſt 
themſelves deep in /chi/me :wee who ralke lefle ot the 
Y j#iverſalitic of the Church, bur ho!d the truth of it, 
cannor finde in ourhearts to paſſe ſuch a bloudy ſen- 
rence up6 ſo many-poore ſoules,that have given their 
Names to Chriſt. He whoſe pleaſure it was to ſpread 
the Churches ſeed ſo farre,(aid to Eaſt, Welt, North, 
and Sourh ; Gzxe : it is not for usrhento ſay; Keepe 
backe, Hehath given to his Sonne the heathen for [4 


is 
inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for his 
poſſeſſion : wee for our parts dare not abbridge this 
grane, and [1mit this great LorGſhip, as we conceiue 
it may beſt fir our owne turnes 3 but leave it to his 
owns latitude, and ſeek for the Catholick Church nei- 
ther in this part nor in that peece, but (as it hath 
beene before ſaid in the words. of the Apoſtle ) 


among * a/l that in every place call upon the Name of ; 1 Cor. 1.3: 


Ten 


o 
þ 
pou: b. E LI 4 _—_ - - b, 4h T 
ſs” _ — 


- BY | A Sermon Pr-ached 
leſus Chriſt car Lord, both theirs aud cars. 
Yca, but how can this Le, will ſome ſay, ſeeing 
the Cathe/zke Church 1s but oxe : and the principall 
CEccleſia ex reaſon for which 1t 1s accounted one, 1s *the uxztze of 
COre] the /aith profeſſed rherety >? How then can this unitie 
2arur: & ta- Of faith bee preſerved in all places, ifone ſpeciall 
menunadicis= Church be nortſetasa Miſtreſſe over allthe reft, and 
mr PrP; One chiefe Biſhop appointed for a Maſter over all 0. 
Hiern (ſ mo thers, by whom in matters of fairh every one muſt 
4044 beruled > And out of ſuch different profeſſions, as 
me! arV10T4MR _ | 6 ay OR . 
2urh0ref Ym Are to bee found among the divided Chriſtians in 
P/al, 23- -hofe ſeverall parts of the world, how can there be 
ft matter drawne forthe making up of one Vniver- 
fali Church 2 Tothis | anfwer (and fo paſle from the - 
Matter of the Building, to the Strutfure ) that it is » 
 Epheſ. 4.54 moſt true indeede, that in the Church there is * oxe 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſme : for fo we are taught by 
the Apoſtle in this chapter. Burt yer,in te firſt place, 
it is tobe confidered, thatthis natie of the faith muſt 
ho compaſſed by tuch meanes as God hath ordained 
for tne procuring of it," and not by any politicke 
trickes of mans devifing, Now tor the bringing of | 
us.a!l ro this unity o/ the faith,the Apoltlc here telleth | 
us, that Cliriſt *gave ſome Aprſties, aud ſome Prophets, 
124 (ome Evanizeliſts, ana ſome Paſtors and Teachers, 
Tthe hadchought that the matatenance of this unztze 
did Cepend upon thefingularitie ofany ore Apoſtle, & 
or Paſtor, or Teacher :1s it to be imagined, that hee 2! 
wou'd have overſlipped fuch'a (ingular perſon (even | 
in thatvery placewhere, of all others, his preſence 
was moſt requifite)andrunne altogether, as he doth, 
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That the multitude of Teachers dif) verſed overthe 


world, withoutany ſuch dependancie or correſpon- 


dencie, ſhouldagree together in laying the foundati- 
ons of the ſame faith, is a ſpeciall worke of Gods Spi- 
rit, And it is * the uxzty of the Spirit which the Apoſtle 
here ſpeaketh of, andexhorteth us to keepe in the bend 
of peace, Whereas the unity of which our Adverfaries 
boaſt ſo much / which is nothing elſe but a wiltull 
luffering of themſelves to be led blind-toid by one 
man, who commonly 15 more blind than many ol 


chemſelves)isno fruitot rhe /þzr/4,burot mceere carnas 


policic : and may ſerve peradventure for a bod of peace 
betwixt themfelues and their owne partie(ſuchasthe 
Pricſts of Antichriſt were to have, and as many as 


would be content to ycel themſelves to the condug - 


of fucha Commander ) but hath proved the greateſt 
block that ever ftood in the way, for giving impedi- 
ment to the peace and unity of the univerſall Church, 
which here we lookeafter, Andtherefore Nz/us Arch- 
biſhop of The//alonica, _ into rhe conſideration 
of the original ground of that Jong corinued ſchiſme, 
whereby the Weſt ftandeth as yet divided from the 
Eaft, and the Latin Churches from the Greeke,wrote 
a whole booke purpoſely of this argument, wherein 
ne ſhewerh, * that there ts no other cauſe to be aſstigned of 
this diftraftion, but that the Pope will not permit the cog- 
niſance of the rontrover fie nnto a generail Councell, but 
w:ll-mtas fit him{elfe as the alope Teacher of the print 172 

weſtion,and have others hearken unto him as if they were 
" Scholars: and that this is contrary both to the orainan- 
ces, and the praftice of the Apoſtles ad the Fathers, Nei- 
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th Qer indeed i 15 tNereany / hope ,tharever wee ſh alli lec a 
B2ncrail Peace, for mattcrs © f Reiz1ion, ſeried in the 
Cnriſtian world _—_— as this ſupercilious Miſter 
(1141 be laffered 1 keepe this rule in Gods houſe: -; 
how much toever-e be magnified by his -owne Diſ- 
Ct>les, and made ric Onety toundatio:1 upon which 
the mitic of tne Cattolick Church dependerh, 
Now i thenext place, tor the tarther opciing of 
the ute of the fat th, wee are to call unto mince rhe 
a1 Cor 3.10. diftintion which the Apolt' e maketh betwixt ® the 
i rs lou. lation, and that which 15 oni/acd thereupon : be- 
þ Heb6, x.  twixt Þ the principles of th? doCt1 ine of Chriſt, and thar 
WINICN he calleth perfection. The ne of the f 11th and 
of the know!eage of the Sonne of God here ſpoken of, 
hath reference(as we heard) tothe /+ iudation :as'that 
which toRoweth of a perfect mas ; and the meaſure of 
the ſt 1tare of the fulneſſe of Chriſt, ro the ſuperſiruttion 
and perfetion, in the former there 1s a generall une 
among all rrue belcevers : in the latter, a great deale 
ol varzetie, there being ſeveral} de Cres of perfection 
* _ eEphef, 4. 7. tobe tound in feverall perſons, - accent to the mea- 
» ſare 0 an 54 of Chriſt. So we ſec i in a criall Buil- 
ding, that flii! there is but one toundation, though 
great di\paritie de obfſerved.in ſuncry parts of the ſi1- 
berfiruAion : ſome rooms are h igh, ſomelowe, ſome 
darke,jome lighttome, ſome more tubſtantially,fomc 
more {lightly builded and in tract of time ſome prove | 
more ruinous than others; yetall of theta belong to 
on. building, as long as they hold rogether,and ſtand 
upon the ſame foundation, Andeventhus1s it inrhe 
ſpirituall Building alſo z whether we reſpe& the praiZ/- 
call part of Chriſtianitie, or the /mellectuall, 
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mercy attaine to a higher mea{ure of perte&ion, and 
keepe themſelves unſpotred trom the comon Corrup- 
tions of rhe world ; ochers watch not 19 carefully 0- 


- vertheirwayes, and [cad notfuch ſtrict Lives, but arc 


oftentimes overtaken and fall towly : that he who 
looketh upon the one and rhe other, would hardly 
thinke thar one Heaven ſhould receivethem borh, But 
although the one dorh fo tarre ourſtrip the other in 
the practice of new Obedience ( which is the Chriſtt- 
at mans race) yet are there Ccrtaine fundamentall 
principles, in which they both concurre ; as 44 Ge- 
fire to feare Gods name, * repentance for ſinnes palt, 
and a {tacere * purpoſe otheart for the time ro come 
to cleave unto the Lord, Which whoſocver hath, 
15 under mercie, and may not be excluded irom the 
Communion of Saints. 1a hike manner for the 7nte/lretn- 

/{part:rheB firſt princivies of the Oracle: of Gra (as the 


4 


Apoll'e calleth them ) hold the place ofthe common 


 foundition,in which all Chrifiians muſt be grounced: 


alchough >{omebe babes, and for further knowledge 
are unskilfull in the word of rrohteouſneſſes other forme 
ar: of perfect ave, whoby reaſon of nſe have ther ſenſes 
exerciſed to diſcerne beth gv0d aud evill, 

The Oracles of God containcavoundance of mat- 
cr inthem, and whatſoever is found ia them is a fit 
obje& for fazthto apprehend : bur thar all Chriſtians 
ſhould unjformely agree in the profeſſion of all cloſe 
rruthesthar are revealed there, is a thing that rather 
may be wiſhed, than ever hoped for, Yetthe varietic 


of mens judgements m thoſe manie points, that be- 


C2 long 


Ia the pratrcall we fee wongertull great difference 
berwixt Chriſtian and Ciriftian ; fome by Gods 
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Jong to T heolozicall faith yz doth not diffolve the unitic 
| wh:ch they hold together in the fundamentall prin- 
=_ ciples of the Catholick faith, The unitie of the faith 
| commended here, isa Catholick unitie, and ſuch as. 
every true Chriſtian attainerh unto, Tzll wee-A 1 1 
| come in the nnitie of the faith: ſaith the Apoſtle, As 
i Tude, ver- 3. there 1s a * common ſalvation, 10 is there a © common 
SELR+ - faith ; which is ' a/ske precious in the higheſt Apoſtle 
and the meanelt beleever. For we may not thinke thar 
Heaven was prepared for dcepe Clerkes onely: and 
therefore befid&,that larger meaſure of knowledge, 
= wiicreot all are not capable, there miſt be mz Rule of 
Wd 4 faith common to (1:8 and great ; Which as it muſt cone 
communis. fiſt but of tew propoſitions, ( torfimple men cannot 
4-57 beareawav many) ſo is itajlo requiſite, thatthoſe arti- 
cles ſhould be of ſuch weight and moment, that they 
may be ſufficient ro make a man wiſe unto ſaluation ; J.. 
| that howſoever in other points learned men may goe 
_ - | beyond common Chriſtians, and exceed one another 
| likewiſe by many degrees yet in reſpe@ of thele ra- 
mMizySxe dicall truthes, which 1s qhe neceſfarie and common 
3 abrag - food of all the children of the Church, there *is nor 
«£4 507%, an unitic onely, but ſuch a kinde of equalitie alſo 
GUTE © FOAU brought in among all ſorts of Chriſtians,as was here- l 
#2 toforeamong the Congregation of the 1ſraclites in 
"4, thecalletion of their Manna; where's he that oathe- 


re Emhte- 


yaoty. tares 14 much, hid nothing over 5 and hee that gathered 
of Sler  Uittle, had no lacke5. 
$:afomzre, If thenſalvationby beleeving theſe common prin. 
abi Bi uy. 4. cipies may be had, and to ſalvation none can come 
-£444,:6, That isnotfirſt a member of the Catholick Church of 
8(- Chrilt : it followeth thereupon, that che u#ztie of the 
{ al 5 : faith 


| Y 
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faith, generally requiſite for the incorporating of 
Chriſtians into that bleſſed ſocietie, is not to be ex- 
rended beyond thoſe commen principles, Which 
may further be made manifeſt unto us - the conti- 
nuall practice of the Catholick Church her ſelfe, in 
P the matriculation of her children, andthe firſt admit- 
cance of them into her Communion, For when ſhee - 
prepared her Catechument for Baptiſme, and by that 
gore received them into the congregation of Chriſts 
tiock; we may notthink her indgement to have beene 
10 weake, that ſhee would omit any thing herein 
X that was eſſentially neceflary forthe making of one a 
mcmber of the Church, Now the profeſſion which 
(he required of all chatwere to reccive Bapriſme,was, 
tor the 4g2xda or practicall part, an abrenuntiation of 
the Divell, the World, and the Fleſh, with all their 
ſinfull workes and luſtes ; and for the Credenda, the 
things to be belceved, an acknowledgement of the 
articles of the Creed : whic!: being loiemnly done, 
ſhe then bapriſed chem z2thzs farth; wtimating there- 
by ſufficiently, that this was that ove Fazrh commen- 
ded unto her by the Apoſiles, as the other that oxe 
Baptiſme which was appointed to be the ? Sacrament p Sacramen- 
Oo It, tum fidei. Aug. 
l This Creed, though for ſubſtance it was the ſame as : 
M every where, yet for forme was ſomewhat different, 
and in ſome places received moe enlargements than 
in others, The Weſterne Churches herein applyed 
themſelves to thecapacitie of the meaner ſort, more 
than the Eaſterne did : ufing in their Baptiſme that 
ſhorter Forme of Confefhon, commonly called The 
«Apoſtles Creed ; which in the moreancient times was 
| of brieter 
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bricter alſo than new itis, As we may eaſ1ly perceive, 
by com; paring the Symbol recited by Marcella An- 
q Habetur 4 G:ranms { 1n the a Proteſſion of the faith which he delt- 
1p.» "mg vercd to Pope 11/75 ) with the expolitions of the A- 
r Seomy An- PAltles Creed, written by the Latin Doors ; © where- 
[wer eorhe les 19 the mention of. the Fathers being, Maker of heaven 
[115 challenge, 
page 184 295, Andearth, ihe Sonnes Death and Deſcending into Hell, 
| | and the Communion of Sarnts, is wholly omitted, All 
whicn, though they were of undoubted veritic, yet 
for brevitics fake ſeemearfirſtto have beene omitted 
inthis ſhort Summe: becauſe ſome of them perhaps 
werenorthoughttobe alrogether fo neceflary for all 
C Fr.Suarch, men ( which 1s * Suarez his judgement touching the 
60 $2) F 4; point of te ac/cent into Heel ) ; and ſome that-were 
fefl.z, mol necelſary, either thought to be ſufhciently im- 

\ plied in other Articles (asthat of Chriſt's death in 
choſe of his crucifixton and burial), or thought tobe 
ſufficiently manitefted by the I1ght of reaſon 3 as that 
of the creation of heaven and earth, For howſceyer 
this, as it isa truth revealed by God's Word, hecom- 
meth an objec for taith ro apprenend (Beb, FEW. 
yet it 1s en alſo clearcly to be underitood by - \\ 
the diſcourſe of reaſon(Rom.T.20,), eveh as the wntre, | 
and all che other attributes of rhe Godhead likewiſe 

are. Which therefore may be well referred unto thoſe 
- _.- Precontta, orcommon principles which nature may. 
poſ]:: #ſe the minde wirhall, before thatgrace enlight-| 
neth ir; and need nor n eceſlarily ro be inſerted into 
char Symbol, which is the badge and cognizance 
whereby the Beleever is tb be differenced and diſtin- 
guiſhed fromthe Vnbe!cever, 


* The Creed which the Eaſterne Churches uſed in 
Bap- 


before Ftis Mait ſtie_.. 


Bapriime, was largerthen this @b<tay erher mie lame, 


Or very lite ditfercnt from that which we common- * KaIog mu- 
ly C. ill the NVicene Creed ; becauſe the greateſt part of prhaCowie 


it was repeated and confirmed in the firlt gencrall 


Councell held at Nice:wherethe fir{t draught the 
was preſentca to tiie 5ynud by Erfcbius, Bulop of 
Ce/area, with this Preamble, * 45 wee have yecerved 
from the Biſhops that were bet ore #5, both at our fur {t Cat e- 
chiz1n2, ana when voe recetved B aptaſme and as we have 
MG. from the holy SCriptures 3474 4s we hatebok hbe- 
{eevea and ta ug't when wee entred tnto rhe Munaſiery, 
and 1 out Bilho; rick it ſeife: ſo veleewvins at this preſent 
al, 0,we Acc C/aYre this our {aith HBO YOU, To thist! 1E N ZCOCPC 
Fathers addcda more cleare explication oftl:c Deitic 
of the Sonne (again the Arrianherefie, wierewith 
the Church was then troubled), orofeſſing h1m to be 
beeotter, not made, and to be of oze ſubſtance with the 
Father, The ſecond gencrall Counccll, which was 
aſſembled filrie-ſix yeares after at Co »ſtantinople, ap- 
proving this confcfſion of the faith, as *: Sion 
and agreeable to Baptiſme, tniarged it ftomewh: it; in the 
Article that concerned the Holy Ghoft af pecially, 
which at thattime was moſt op pugnes b y the Mace- 
aonian Heretickes, And wheicas the Nicew: conf iſ- 
on proceeded no furcher,chan to the belicfe whick we 
have in the ho! 'y Trinitie the Fathers of Conflantino- 
pe made it up, by adding that which was commonly 
protefſed rouching the Catholicke Church and rhe 
priviledges beloriging thereunto, Epiphantus repea- 
ting this Creedarlarge,* afhrineth it to have been de- 
livereduntothe Church by the Apoſties, ! Caſs/anus 
avoucheth as much, where he urgeth this againft Ne- 
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ſlorizs,as tne Creed ancicnt:y received in the Church 
of  4atioch ; from whence hec care, The Romane 
Ciurch, after the dayes of ©hay cs tne great, added 

 _ the article of the proceſſion of the X /y Ghoſt from 
z concil. Tri- the Sore, unto this Symboll : and the * Councell of 


dentin ( Sc/ | | 
ed Trent hath NOW recominended ITUIID US,A5 that prin- 


_ 41,qualantz czple 72 which all that profeſſe the faith of Chriſt doe ne- 


Romana Ec. ce/ſarily agrees, and the firme and ONELY FOvNDA- 
cl: {14 Urtitur, / - Og 7 b 


tanquamprin- TION, 424inſt which the Gates of Heli ſhalk never pre- 
Cip um lilud, Valle ). | 


quitdem * Itisamatter confeſſed therefore by the Fathers of 


Chritti profi- Trext themiclues, that in the Conſtantinopolitane_s 


eenturnecelia- Creed, or inthe Roxie Creed atthe tartheſt ( which 
I10 Convent- 


une, ac fundz.. Jiffereth nothing from the other, butthar it hath ad- 


meneumfirmd ded F//76que to the proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and 


& unicum , 
os Out of the Nrcene Creed, Deum de Dev, to thearticles 


portz inferi Ehat Concerne the Sonne) that oxely foundation, and 


_. nunquamprz- principle of faith is to be found, inthe @nztze whereof 


al j- = | ' ng” 
6 046 wg all Chriftians muiſt neceſſarily agree. VWhich ts o- 


quibusin em- therwiſe cleared ſufhciently, by the conſtant practice 
aibus eccleltis ofthe Apoſtles and their ſucceſſours,in the firſt recei- 


legitur,expri= ©. x 44 
nA ving of men into the Societie of the Church, For in 


 cenſuit, one ofthe Apoſtles ordinary Sermons, we ce, there 


was ſo much matter delivered, as was ſuthcient to 
convert men unto the faith, and to make them capa- 
ble of Baptiſme : and thoſe Sermons treated onely 
- of the firſt principles of the do@rine of Chriſt; up- 
on the receiving whereof,the Church (following the 
example of the Apoſtles ) never did denie Baprtiſme 
unto her Catechumeni, In theſe firſt principles there- 
fore muſt the foundation be contained, and that 


common wnitie of faith which is required in " 
| tc 
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the members of the Church, 

The foundation then being thus cleared : con- 
cerning the ſuperſtruction, we learnefrom tne Apo- 
file, that ſome * >u4ld por this foundation, gol, ſilver, 
precioxs ſtones, wood, hay, ſtubb.e, yome proceed trom 
one c_ ot wholeftome knowiedge unto another ; 


a1Cor 3.12. 


increaſing their maineſtock, by the addition of tote 


other ſacred truthes that are revealed in the word 
of God: and thele build upon the fountation, 2o/a, 
and falver, and precious ſtones, Others retaine the 
precious foundation , but lay baſe matrer upon it; 
woed, hay, ſtable, and ſuch other eytner unprofita- 
ble or more dangerous ſtufte ; and others goe fo 
farre, that they overthrow the very foundation ir 
ſelte. The firſt of theſe be w/e, the ſecond foo/zſh, 
the: third madde builders, When the day of tryall 
commeth : the brit mans ® worke ſhall abide; and, hee 
himſelfe ſhall rece:ve 4 reward, the ſecond (halffoſe 


Þ Thid. y.14- 


his worke,but nor himſelfe z (< he ſhall ſuffer !o//e, faith ibid y, ry. 


the Apoltle, >xt he him{e!/e ſhall be ſaved : ) rhe third 
ſhall loſe both himſeitear.d his worke rogether, And 


as 1n. this ſpirituall trugureverte different kindes of + 


materialls may. be laid: upon the ſame foundation 
| ' 4 , : « 
fome ſound and jome unſound : {0 in either of them, 
there iS a great differcncc ro be made betwixt ſuch 
as are more contiguous to the,foundauon, and ſuch 


as be remoter off, The tuljer explicarion of the firſt 


7 les of faith, and the conciufions deduced 
om thence, arein the ranke of choſe verities that 
be more neerely conjoyned to rhe foundation : to 
which thoſe falfities are anſwerable on the other fide, 

D that 
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—_— . fide, that grate up6n the foundation, and any way 
| | 9 endanger 1t, 

| 

| 


_ —_— __—_____ 


|| - Farthatthere be diverſe degrees both of eruthes 

| aadetrors in Religion, which neceſſarily muſt be di- 

| - d Quzedam ftinguithed ;is a thing acknowledged, not by us a- 
| 


ſunt catholic# [yne but by the learnedeſt alſo of our Adverſaries, 
yeritates, QUE > 


ja ad fidem ©* There be ſome Catholick werities (laythey) which 
| pereinene, ave ſo pertaine to faith, that theſe bein? taken away, 
| is (ublatis, he faith it [elfe maſt be taken away alſo, nd theſe by 


| _ fides quoque ; | 5 
ofa tollatur. ' £07939120#4 ſe we call not onely Catholick, but verities of 


Quas nos,ulu Fazth alſo. There are other werities which bee Catho= 
- | frequenti, non 


: lim cacho- {7c alſo ana untiverſall, namely, ſuch as the whole 
f licas, fed fidei Charch ho/deth,which yet betne overthrowne, the faith 


vernates P* 75 ſhaken indeed, but not overturned. And in the er- 
pellavimus. 


* Aliz veritates 7071's that © are contrary to ſmcb truthes as theſe, the 
* | funtetiamiplz {47th 75 obſcared, not extimeutiſhed ; weakened, not pe- 
ak a—__ riſhed, Nevertheleſle, rbaagh the faith bee not alto- 
| nempe quas gether deſtroyed by them, yet is it evill at eaſe, andſh- 

univerſa Ec- þ 2,2 17d 45 it were diſpoſed to corruption, For as there 


7 Ws Wee be certaine hurts of the bodie which doe not take away 


everlis, fides * the life, bat yet a man ts the worſe for thems, and diſpo- 


quaritur, ſed ſed to corruption eyther in whole or in part ; as therebe 
non evcreirur 


ramen Atque other moytall harts, which take away the lije : ſo like- 
in hujuſlmodi p;/+ a6 there certairie dearees of propoſitions, which 
yeritatil con- | | 
trariis erioribus, dixi fidem obſcurari, non extingui ; infirmari, non perire. Has ergo 
nunquam fideiycritatescenſui yocandas, quimvis doftrinz Chriſtianz vyerirates finr. 
Melch Canu', loc,Theelog. 6b, 12 cap 11. e Neceſtar.0 oportet diſtinguere alios gradus 
propolittonum, per quasetiamſt fides non deſtruatur omnin6G, tamen male habet, & 
quatitur, & quaſi diſponitur ad corrupzionem. Sicut ſurit quzJam corporum Izfiones 
quz non auferunt vitam, ſed male haber homo per ezs, & diſponitur ad corruptionem 
aut in toto aut inparte ; aliz vero ſunt |xhones mortales, quz vitam cripiunt; ita funt 
quidam gradus propoſitionum,continentes doftrinam non ſanam,etiamfſi non habeane 
barchm marufeſtam. Dommic Bannes in 24m 14, queſt 11: 4rtic 2, 


COM- 


. , . 
4 —_—> a ” 


before Flis Maieſtie_.. 22 
: mnt 
containe unſound doctr ine, although they have not mant- 
(ef herefie, Ina word, the generall rule concerning 
all theſe ſuperſtructions, 1s : that che more neere 
they are to the foundation, of ſo much greater im- 
portance be the truthes and ſo much more perillous 
be the errors, as againe, the farther they arc remo- 
ved off, the lefle neceſſary doth the knowledge of 
ſuch verities prove tobe, and the fwarving trom the 
truth lefſe dangerous, 
Now from all that hath beene ſaid , rwo great 
ueſtions may be reſolved, which rrouble mante, 
The firſt is 3 What wee may judge of our Fore-ia- 
thers, who lived in the communion of the Church 
of Rome > Whereunto I anſwere, that wee haveno 
. reafonto thinke otherwiſe, but that they lived and 
' dyedunderthe mercie of God, For wee muſt di- 
: ſtinguiſh the Papacze from the Church wherein it 1s, 
as the Apoſtle doth t:_antichriſt from the Temple of fa Thel.2 4. 
Ged, wherein hee fittech, The foundation. upon 
| _ which the Church Randeth, is chat common faith, 
a (as we have heard) in the az7rze whereofall Chrifti- 
| | ans doe genera!ly accord, Vpon this old foundati- 


on Antichriſt raiſeth up hjs new. buildings ; and 
liyehupon it, not hay and fabble onely, but farre 

* morevileandpernicious matter, which wrencherh 
| : and Jithurbedh, the very foundation it ſelfe. For 


example, It is aground of the Catholick faith, that 
Chriſt was borne of the Virgin Mary : which inthe 

_ Scripture is thus explained, 8/God ſent forth hes 8 Gal. 4. 4 
Sonne, Made of a Womax, This the Papacie admit- 
teth for a certaine truth : but inſinuatech wirhall, 
that upon the Altar God ſendeth forth his Sonne 
D 2 made 
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h Per vcrba 
conlecrationis 
yere &realicer 
uti tranſlub- 


ftanta:urpa- 


nis,ita produ- 
Citur & quaſi 
gencratur 
Chrlſtusin al 
tari, ado po 
tenter.& «ft 
caciter, ur fi 
Chriſtus nec 
dum eflet in- 
Carnatus, per 


Hoc eſ corpus 
meum,incarna- 
retur, corpulq; 
nd =o 
{umerer : ut 
graves Theo- 
logi docent. 
Cornelius Cor = 


 nely 4 Lapide, 


 Commentar.in 


Eſai. 7,14. 

i Confitentur 
alii,quod fides 
ſua, qui aſtru- 


 untquodpanis 


& yinum re- 
manent poſt 


conſecratione 


_ annaturistus, 


achucſcryatur 
faicis, & anti- 
quitus ſerva- 
batur, 10. Tiſ- 
#11grongmn Con- 
feſnrone cont. 
Io Wichff. quam 
MS, babes. 


made of Bread, /tagtiatio Whic 
theſe man would haue us beleeve.is for angnunthila- 
tion of the Bread, and a ſubſtitution of cheB&di 
of Chriſt in the ſtead thereof, but a reall convertian 
of the one. into the other : fuch as they themfelyes £ 
would have eſteemed to be a bringing 'foreh*6f 
(Chriſt, and a kinde of Generation of him, For, 10 
omit the wile conceirs of Poſtells in his booke De 
Nativitate Mediatorts ultima : this is the doctrine of 
their oraver Divimes(as Cornelis a Lapid: tne [eſuite 
doth ac«nowledge in his Romane LeQures) that kby 


. the wrds of conſecration trucly and really as the bread s 


tranſſubſtantiated, ſo Chriſt is produced ayd as it were 


generated wpon the Altar, in ſuch a power full and effec- 


tual! manner; that, if Chriſt as yet had not been iucar- 


nate, by theſewords| Hoc eſt corpus meum ]he ſoeagyy | 


be incarnated, and a/ſume an humane bodice. And doth” 
not this new Divinitie, thinke you, ſhrewdly threa- 
ten the ancient foundation of the Catholick beleefe 
of the Incarnation? | 

Yet ſuch as in the dayes of our tore-fathers oppoſed 
the Popiſh do&rine of Tranflubftantiation, could 
alledge for themſelues, i that the faith which they 
maintained, was then preſerved among the lartie, and 


ſo hid anciently beene preſerved, And of mine owne 


knowledge I can reftifie, that when I have dealt with 
{ome of the common people that would be counted 
members of the Romane Church, and demanded 
of them what they thought of that which I knewto 
be the common Texet of cheir Doors in this point : 
they. not onely rejected it with indignation, but 


wondered alſo that I ſhonld: imagine any of _ 
- c 
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fide to be ſo fooliſh, as to give credittoſuch a tenie- 
leflc thing, Neither may we account it to have been 
a ſmall blefſing of God unto our anceſtors,who lived 
inthat kmgdome of darkcnefle, that the Ignorance 
wherein they were bred freed them from the under- 
ſtanding of thoſe things, which being known might 
prove ſo prc judic.all to their ſoules health. *For there 
be ſome thinss,which it is better for a man to be ignorant 
of, than to know : andthe 'not knowing of thoſe pro- 


fundities, which are inceed the depths of Satan, 15 tO thirid. ad Lan 
thoſe that have not the skil to dive into the bottome 


of ſuch myſteries of iniquirie, a good and an happic 
Ignorance, 

The ignorance of thoſe principles of the Catho- 
lique faith, thar are abloJute]y neceſlarie to falvati- 
on, is as dangerous agulte on the other fide; bur 
the lightof thoſe common truthes of Chriſtianitic 
was ſo great, and ſo firmely fixed in themindes of 
thoſe that profeſſed the name of Chriſt, that it was 
not poſſible for the power of darkenefle to extin- 
guiſh ir, nor the gates of Hell to prevaileagainſ it. 
Nay, the veric ſolemne dayes, which by the ancient 
inſtitution of the Church were celebrated for the 


commemoration ofthe Bleſſed Trinitie,the Nativi- 


tre, Pa(sion, Reſurredtion, and Aſcen/i;n of our Savi- 
our Chriſt, did ſo preſerve the memorie of theſe 
things among the common people z that by the 
® Popiſh Doctors themſelves, it 15s made an argu- 
ment of grofſe and ſupine Ignorance, that any 
(hould not have explicite knowledge of thoſe my- 


k Sunt enim 
quzdam, quz 


neſcire, quam 


{cire, fit me- 
lius. Aug. En- 
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ſteries of Chriſt, which were thus publikely ſolem- qnef.s. ry. 


nized inthe Church, And (which is the principal! 
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point ofall)the ordinary inſtruction appointed to be 

iven unto men upon their death-beds, was : * thar 
they ſhould looke to come toglorie, not by their owne_, 
merits bat by the vertue and merit of the paſston of our 
Lora leſus Chriſt ; that they ſhould place rheir whole 
cop fadence in his death oz#ly, and in noother thing ;, and 
that they ſhould zxterpoſe his death betwixt God and 
their ſinnes, betwixt them and Goas anger, 

So that where theſe things did thus concurre in 
any ( as wee doubt not but they did in many thou- 
ſands), the knowſedge of the common principles of 
thefaith, the ignorance of fuch maineerrours as did 
endanger the toundation, a godly life, and a faith- 
full death : there we have no cauſeto make any que-. 
ſtion, but that God had fitted aſubjeR for his mer- 
cy to worke upon, And yet in ſaying thus, wee doe 
nothing lefſe than fay that ſuch as theſe were Papsfls, 
either in their life or in their death : members of the 


Romane Church perhaps they were, but ſuch as by 


God's goodnes were preſerved from the morralitie 


bs a Thef]. 2+ 
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of Popery that raigned there, For Popery it ſelfe is 
nothing elſe but the botch or the plague of that 
Church : which hazardeth the ſoules of rhoſe it ſei- 
zeth upon,as much as any infe@ioncan doe the bo. 
dy. And therefore if = one willneeds be ſo foole. 
hardy as to take up his lodging in ſuch a Peſt-houſe, 
after warning given of the preſent danger ; wee in 
our charitie may wellſay, Lord have mercy upon him : 
but he, in the meane time, hath great cauſe to feare, 
that God in his juſtice will infli& that judgement 
upon him, which in thiscaſe he hath threatned a. 


gainſt ſuch as will xot beleeve the truth, but take plea- 
are 
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ſure in vnriohteouſue(ſe. And ſo much mayſuffice tor 


that queſtion, | 
The ſecond queſtion, ſo rife in the mouthes © 

our Adverfaries, is : Where was your Church vefore 

Lather ? Whereunto an an{were may bee returned 


from the grounds ofthe ſolution of the tormer que- 


tion ; that our Church was even there where now 
it is, In all places of the world, where the ancient 
foundations were retained, and thoſe common prin- 
ciples of faith, upon the profeſſion whereot men 
have ever beene wont to be admitred, by Baptiſme, 
into the Churchof Chriſt : there we doubt not bur 
our Lord had his ſubje&s, and wee our fellow-ſer- 
vants, For weebring-in no new Faith, norno new 
Church. Thar which in the time of the ancient Fa- 
thers p was accounted to be ora and properly Ca- 


tholick, namely, that which was beleeved every where, 


alwayes, apdby all : that in the ſucceeding ages hath 
evermore beene preferved,andis at this day entirely 


rofefled in our Church, And-it is well obſerved 
- a learned man, who hath written a full diſcourſe 
of this argument ; that 4 whatſoever the Father of lies 
either hath attempted or ſhall attempt, yet neither hath 
he hitherto e __ nor ſhall ever bring it to paſſe here- 
after, that this Catholick doftrine, ratified by the com- 


9m conſent of Chriſtians alwayes and every where, 


ſhweld be aboliſhed ; but that in the thickeſt miſt rather 
of the moſt perplexed trowbles, it ftill obtained vittorie, 


cem extitifſe, & in animis & in aperts confeffione Chriftianorum omni 


damentisnuflo modolabefaRaram: Tnill8-qu 
conſeryatam in mediis ſzyiflimz hyemis tem 
interluniorum. Þoþ,Serranw ji Apparat.ad þ 


p In ipli Ca- 
_ Eccle- 
12 magnopere 
an 7 
utid teneamus 
quod ubique, 
quod ſemper, - 
quodab omni- 
bus creditum 
eſt : hoc eſt e. 
tenim vere 
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tholicum Yix- 
cent. Lirm cont. 
hareſ. cap. z. 

q Quicquid 
vel molitus fir 
vel moliturus 
fit mendacij 
Pater, non ta- 
men vel cfte.. - 
cifle haQteniis 
vel effteQurum 
poſthac, ut 
hxc doQrina 
catholica,om- 
nid Chriſtia- 
norii conſen- 
ſu, ſemper & 
ubique rata, 
aboleatur:quin 
potſus, illam 
in denfflims 
maxime INvO- 
lutarum per- 
turbationum 
caligine viQri- 


um,in ſuis fun- 


veritate unam illam Eccleftam fuiſſe 
bo es.vel denſiffimis tenebris ſuorum 
Cathel.cdit Pariſ-an. 1607 fag 172. 
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both in the minaes and in the open confeſ540 » of all Chyi. 


[trans, no wayes overturned in the foundation thereof : 


axd that in this veritie that one Church of Chriſt wa; 


preferved in the midſt of the tempeſts of the moſ! cxwell 


winter, or in the thickeſt darknes of her waynings. 
Thus it at this day we ſhould take a 1urvay of the 
ſeverall profeſſions of Cirriſtianitie, that have an 
large ipread in any part of the world (as of thc Reli- 
gion of thic Romaze and the Reformed Churches in 
our Quarters, of the eZgyptians and e/£thioprans in 
the South, of the Greczaps and other Chriftians it 
the Eaſterne parts) , and ſhould put-by the points 
wherein they did differ one from another, and ga- 
ther into one body the reſt of the Articles wherein 
they all did generally agree : wee ſhould finde, that 
in thofe propoſitions which without all controver- 
fieare univerſally received in the whole Chriſtian 
world, ſo muchtruth is contained, as, being joyned 
with holy obedience, may be ſufficient ro bring a 
man unto everlaſting ſalvation, Neither have wee 
cauſe to doubt, butthat* as many a5 doe walke accor- 
ainz to this rule (neither overthrowing that which 


they have builded by ſuperinducing any damnable 


 { Vniverſita- 


tem, 4.tquith- 
tem,colenho- 
nent. Yin ent, 
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herefies chereupon, nor otherwiſe vitiating their ho- 
lie faith with a lewd and wicked converſation ) peace 
ſhall bee upon them, and mercie, ana upon the 1/rael of 
GOD. G | > 
Now theſe common principles of the Chriſtian 
faith, which we call zeniriga,or things gexerally belee- 


ved of all, as they have! /niverſalitie, and Antiquity, 


and Conſent concurring with them (which by Yiz- 
F- "oY Centrus 
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centins his rule, are the ſpeciall characters of that | 
: - whichis truely and properly Catho{zck : fo for their 
' Duratiox wee are{ure that they have till held our, 
' andbeecne kept as the S2m2znarre of the Catholique 
'. Churchinthedarkeftand difficulteſt rimes that ever 
have beene: where if the Lord of Hoſtes had nor in 
| | his mercy reſervedthisfſeedunto us, we ſhould long 
- * -Mince*havebeert as Sodow, and ſhould have beene like « Elay. 1. g. 
' wato Gomorrah, It cannot be denied indecd, that 
Sathan and his inſtruments have uſed their utmoſt 
endeavour,either to hide this light from mens eyes, 
by keeping them in grofle ignorance, or to deprave 
it by bringing-in pernicious hereſtes z and thar in 
* theſe latter ages they have much prevailed both 
; wayes, aſwell.in the Weſt and North, as in the Eaſt. 
and South, Ye: farre be it, for all this, from any «< 
man to thinke, that » God ſhowld ſo caſt away his people, uRom. 11, 2. 
that in thoſe times therc ſhould notbe left x remnant F- 
according to the gle ion of 2race_-, 
The Chriftian Church was never broughtunto a 
lower ebbe, rhan was the Iewiſh Synagogue in the 
_ dayes of our Saviour Chriſt; when *che /xterpreters x Luk. 12. 52. 
of the Law had taken away the key of knowledge : 
andrhat little knowledge that remained, was mile- 
rably corrupted, not onely with the leaven of the 
Phariſees, but alſo with the damnable hereſie of the 
| Sedauces, And yeta man at that time might have 
ſeene the true ſervants of G op ſtanding rogether 
with theſe men in the ſelte-ſame Temple: which 
might well be accounted, as the Houſe of the $ 11ts 


in regardoftheone, ſoa Denre of theeves in reſpe&t 
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_ A Sermon Preached 
of the other, When the peſtilent hercſie of the Ar- 
rias had polluted the whole world; the people of 
Ci:rift were not to bec tound among them onely 
who madean open feccfhon fromtthat wicked com- 
pany, bur a:nong thoſealſo who held externall com- 

| minion with them, andlivedundercheir Miniftery, 
os Where they ſo learned the other truthes of Gop 
from them, that they were yet ignorant of their 
maine errourz God 1n his providence lo ordering 
y Er hujus * MArters, that (a5 iris noted by SF Hzlary) the people of 
qedem uſque Chriſt ſh/d not periſh unacy the Prieſts of Antichriſt, * 
aduucimpie- If youdemandthen, Where was Gods Temple all 
\  perfraudem CNiS while ? the anfwcr 1s at hand : There where Ax- 
\ perficiturzur | z7;h77/} tare, Vhere was Chriſts people > Even un- 
——_— Antichriſt Prieſts : and yettl 'si5no juſtificati 
chriſti Sacer- - , yerTmns J Ol 
dotibus C hri- at all, either of Aptichr:ſ?, or of his Prieſts ;buta ma- 

| « 35, wp niteftation of God's great power, who is able to up- 
miley cones, hold his Church even there * where Satans throxe ts. 
Auxentiicn. Babylon was an infectious place, and rhe infe&ion | 
zRevel.3-13* thereof was mortall : and yer God had his people | 

_ _ tliere, whom hee preſerved from the a of | 

a Rey.18.44 that infection, Elſe, how ſhould he have ſaid ,* Come 

out of her my perple, that yee bee not partakers of her 

finzes, and hate recetve not of her plagues, It the 
place had not b-ene in{e&ious, he ſhould not have 
needed to forwarre them of the danger wherein 
they ſtood of partaking 7» her ſipnes;zand if the infe- 

Qion hid not beene mor:all, he would not have pur 

them in minde of the p/zgwes that were to follow :; 


| and if in the place thus mortally infe&ed, God had 
_ | aot preſerved a people alive unto himlelte, he could 


nor 
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not have laid; Cone out of her my copies, 

Theenemie indeed had there fowne kis tares; but 
> ſownechem inthe Loxps ficld, and among thc 
Lonps wheate, Ard a ficid, we know, may fo bee 
© overgrowne with fuch cvill weedes as theſe , that 
atthe firſt fight a man would hardly thinke, thar any 
Corne were there at all: even as in the barne it ſelte, 
the # mixture ofthe chaffe wi:h the wheate is lome- 
time ſuch,asa-farre off 2 man would imagin that he 
did fee buta heape of chafte,and nothing clic, Thoie 
worthy husbandmen that in theic laſt 600, yeares 
have taken paines in plucking up thoſe pernicious 
weedes out of the Loxys field, ahd ſevering the 
chaff: trom his grain« ; cannot be rightly ſaid in do- 
mg this, eytherro have brought in another field, or 
to havechanged the ancientgraine, The field is the 
ſame, but weeded now, unweeded then : the graine 
the fime, bur winnowed now, unwinnowed then, 
W-e vreach.no newtaich, but theſame Catbolique 
faich thar'ever hath beene preaciied : neyther was 
It any part of our meaning to begin © new Church 
in tneſe Jarter dayes of the world, but to reforme 
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c Infclix loli- 

um, & ſteriles 

Cominantur 

ayenzt. 


d Grana cum 
Cceperint tr1- 
rurar! HCCT pa. 
leam, ſe non 
Jam rangunt, 
& quaſi non le. 
noytrunt,quia 
intercedit me- 
dio palca. Et 
quicung; lon- 
g1Us$ attendit 
aream, plearr 
ſolumn.od6 
putar :m1fh die 
Iyeniins in- 
rucatur, nif 
Mmanum porrt- 
gar, nift (piritu 
orig id (fi, fla- 
tu purgante 


the old, A tree that hath the luxurious branches © <r2ag dit 


ficile peryenur 


lopped off, and the noxtous things that cleave into ad dicrerions 
it taken away ;1$nOt by th:1s pruntnigand purging Gf granorum 


it made anornerrree than it was before : neyrhcr 


- Sezm.221, de 
*> Tenpore, romo. 


the Church ze/+x-2:4 in our dayes, another Church 10.0per..,augm. 


than that which was deformed in the dayes of our 
fore-tathers z though it hath no agreement, forall 


that, with Poperie, which is the Peſtilence that wal- 


ked in thoſe times of darkenefle, and the deftru&ion 
\ E'z *  thar 
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e Neceflarium 
neceflitatc 
medii appe!lat 
Theolo21 1l- 
lud, quod ex 
leze o:dinaria 
Dei, fic ad {a- 
I:zem necef]a- 
__— rium clit, ut 
uicunque ett - 
am ob 1gno- 
rantiam invine 
cibilem, vel 
aacung; alia 
e caulsa zd 
non fuerit aſ- 
lecutus, 1s NC» 
queat ctiam 
conſequilalu-* 
tem Greg, de 
Walentia,tons.}z- 
commentar. 
Theolog. quaſe. 
2.puntt.2.col. 
299. Illaquz 
ſuntneceflaria 
neceſſitate h- 
nis, 4 defint, 
nobis ettam 
ſine culpa no- 
ſtra,aan excu- 
(abunr nos ab 
Tterna morte; 
quamv1s non 
faerit 1n NO 
ra poteltate 


illa' aflequi. Quemadmodum etiam(i non fit nifi unicum remedium, ut aliquis fugiar 
mortem corporalem, & tale remedium ignoretur & ab infirmo & medico z fn 
. peribit homo ille, Dow. Bannes, in 24m 24,48u4/}. 2. Art 8. col. z48. 
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tat now waileth at noone day, 

And thus have | finiſhed that which I had to ſpeak, 
concerning, the un:tie of the jaith : tor the further 
expication whereof, rhe Apoſtle adacth, [ and of the 
know 'ed2e of the Soune of God, | Wherein wee may 
obſerve 5otit the Nature ofthis Grace, and the Ob. 


OY 


je of ir, For the former, we ſee that Faith is here 


deſcribed wnrto us DY Knowleaoe : toſhew unto us, 


Os 
. 


car Knowicdge 1s athing that 1s neceſſarily requi- 
ed [1 true veiceving z VWhereot this may bee an ar- 
gument ſuftcient : thar in matters of faith the 
Scriprure Goth ule indiffercntly the termes of know- = 
ins and belzeving. So lob 19. 25, 1 know that my 
Rearzemer liveth, lon, 17, 3. This & life eternall, that 
they know: thee the onely trize God, and Ieſus Chriſt 
whom thou haſt ſent. Elai.53. 11, By his knowledge 


[h:l! my righteous ſervant inſtifie manic. As there- 


fore in the fundamentall truthes of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. wnitie of faith is requiredamong all thoſe that 
belong to the Catholick Church :fo in thoſe maine 
grounds l1:ewiſc there 1s #xitze of /en:wledze gene- 
rally required among all that proteſle the name of - 
nt. = EE as PE 

For ſome things there be, the knowledge where- 
of is abſolutely neceſſarie, * xeceſtate medy vel finis | 
(as the Schook-men ſpeak : ) without whichno man 
may expect, dy Gods ordinarie law, toattaine unto | 
the end of his faith, the ſalvation of his foule, And  ' 
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in theſe a man may loſe himſelte, not by Hereſie 
onely, which is aflat cenying ; bur by Jenorance al- 
ſo, which 1s a bare not knowing of them : theſe 
things being acknow!ecged ro beſo neceſiarie, that 
aitnough 1T1a2y NOT IN Cut POWET TO attaine thereun- 
to, yct this invincible Ipr.orance ſhcu!d not excuſe 
us from everlaſting death, Even as 1t there were 
one onely remedie, whereby a ficke man could be re- 
covered, and irced from corporall dearth : ſuppoſe 
the patient and the Phyſitian both were ignorant of 
it. the man muſt periſh, as well nct knowing it, as it 
being brought unto him, he had refuſed it, And 
theretore in this cafe it is reſolved, that * from rhe 
explicite faich, & acuall knowledge of theſe things, 
nothing can excuſe but onely fuch an incapacitic as 
is found in1nfants, naturals, and diftraGtcd perſons ; 
and that in all others which have the uſe ot reaſon, 
although they want rhe meanes of inſtruction, this 
Ignorance 1s not onely peritlous, bur allo damna- 
ble, | | 
The danger then of this Ignorance being, bythe 
conleſhon of the molt judicious Divines of borh 
ſides, acknowledged to beſo great: the wofull e- 
ſtate of the poore Countrey wherem I live, is much 
ro bee lamented, where 'the people generally are 
ſuffered to periſh for want of knewledge : rhe vul- 
gar ſuperſiitions of Poperic not doing them halte 
that hurt,tharthe ignorance of thoſe commen prin- 
Ciples of the faith doth, which all true Chriſtians 
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fSicutad legis 
Chriſti habi- 
tualem fidem 
omnis vitiator 
obligatur ſine 
ulla exceprio- 
ne ; fic ab ejus 
actual: kde 
nujlus excuſas 
tur nifi (ola 
IRCapacttate, 
&c. Parvulos 
autem & furi- 
o'os,c#terifqz 
paſtionibus 
mente captos, 
ſeu 21a natu- 
rali impofſibi- 
litate protibie 
tOS, INCapaces 
voco :eth non 
hmpliciter yta- 
me tecuncum 
quid ;f(c, dum 
his defe&jbus 


are bound to learne, The conſideration whereot, laborant,Perr- 


hath ſometime drawne mee to treate with thoſe of 
E 3  - 


de Alltaco. tn 


quaſtzone Veſ. 
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the oppoſite party,& to niove them: that howſoever 
in other things we did differ one from another, yet 
wee ſhould joyne together in teaching thoſe maine 
points, the knowle@g? wherevt was fo neceſſary un- 
to {ilvation, and oi he trut? whereof there was no 
controverhe vetwixt us. Bur whattfor the jcalouſies, 
whic' thele diltractions in matters of Religion have 
bred among us,& what for other reſpe&s,the motis 
took ſmall eftect:;& ſo betwixt us both,the poor peo- 
plc are kept{Hll in miſcrable 1g:t.ozace,neither know- 
ing the grounds of the one religion nor of the other, 

H-re the caſe ( God be thanked) is farre other- 
wife : where your Mazeſtzes care can never be ſuffici- 
ently commended, in taking order, that the chiete 
heads of the Catechrſme ſhould, in the ordinarie mi- 
niitcrie, be diligently propounded and explained 
unto the people throughout the land, Which I with 
were as duzly executed every where, as it was p1- 
ouſly by You intended, Great Scholars poſſibly 
may thinke, that it ſtandeth not ſo well with thetr 
credite, ro top thus low, and to ſpend ſo much of 
their time 1h reaching theſe rudiments and firſt pri1- 
ciples ofthe doctrine of Chriſt, But they ſhould 
conſider, that the laying of the foundation skilful. 


ly, asitis the matter of greateſt importance in the 


| M Cor, z-t0. | 


whole building, ſo is it the very maſter-peece of the 
wiſeſt builder 8 According to the grace of God which is 
079e8 unto me, as 4 wiſe maſter-butlder, I have layd 
the foundation : faith the great Apoſtle. And' let 
the lerrnedeſt of us all try ir when-ever wee pleaſe; 
wee ſhallftade, thatto lay this ground-worke — 

Q _ | y, 
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ly, (that is, to apply ourſelves unto the capacitie of 
the common Auditoric, and to makean Ignorant 
man to underſtand theſe myſteries in lome good 


meaſure) will put us to the tryall of our skill, and 


trouble us a great deale more, than if we were to-dif- 
cufſea controverſie, or handle a ſybtile point otlear- 
ning inthe Schooles, Yet Þ Chr:/t did give as weil his 
_Apoſties, and Prephets,and Evangeliſts, as tits ordt- 
narie Paſtors and Teachers, to bring us all, both lear- 
ned and unlearned, unto the unitie of this faith ad 
know/edge : and theneglefting of this, 15 rhe truſtra- 
ting of the waole worke of the M1niſterie, For let us 
preach never ſo many Sermons unto the people, 
our labour is bur loſt, as long as the founGation .s 
urlaid, and the fisſt principles untaught,upon which 
all other docrine muſt be builded, 

Hee therefore that will i {udie to ſhew himſelfe 
approved unto God, a workeman that neeaeth not to be 
aſham:d, dividing the word of God aright ; muſt have 
a ſpeciall care to plant t!:is Kingdome both in the 
mindes and in the hcarts of them that heare him, I 
ſay, in the hearts aſwell as in the mindes: becauſe 
we may not content our ſelves with a bare Theoricall 
knowledge, which is an information onely of the 
Vnderitanding , and goeth no further than the 
braine z but we muſt labour to attaine unto afurther 
degree both of Experimentall and of Pradticall 
Knowledge, in the things that wee have learned, A 
young man may talke much of the troubles of the 
world, anda Scholar jn the Vniverfitie may ſhew a 
great deale of wit in making a large declamation 
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upon that argument : but when the ſame men have 
atterwards bcen b*aten in the world, they will con- 
teſſe tharrney ſpake betorc they knew not what, and 
count their former apprehenſion of theſe things to 
be hurmeere Ignorance, in reſpec of that new lear- 
ning wich now they have bought by deare experi- 
ence. The trec in Paradiſe, ot which our firſt pa- 


rents were forbidden to eate, was called * the rree of 


enow/edoe of god and evill : becaule it fignihed unto 
them, that as now while they ſtood upon termes of 
ovedicnce with their Creator, they knew nothing 
but good, ſo at whattime ſoever they did tranſgreſſe 
his commandement, they ſhould begin to know e- 
vill aifo, whereof before they had no knowledge, 


not bur that they had an zzte/leuall knowledge of 


Ll Ephe.3. I9. 


' mPhil, 2. 8, 


it before ( for he that knoweth good, cannor be ig- 


_norant of that which is contrarie unto it ; RecZwms 


being alwayes 7ndex [uz & 0bliqui: ) but thar tillrhen 
they never had felt any cvill, they never had any 
experimentall knowledge of it, So our Apoſtle in 
this Epiſtle boweth his knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Teſus Chriſt, that hee would grant unto theſe 
Epheſians, 19 know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth 


knowleadpe : ſhewing, that there is a further degree of 


knowledge in this kinde, that may be felt by the 
heart, though not comprehended bythe braine:and 
inthe Epiſtle to the Philippians, ® he counterh all 


things but loſle for the exceilent knowledge ſake of 


Chriſt Teſis bis Lord, Meaning hereby a knowledge 


grounded upon deepe experience of the vertue of 


Chriſts death and reſurre&ion, in his owne ſoule : 
as 
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as he expounderh it himſelfe, in the words follow- "You? 
ing. * That I m4y know him, axd the power of his reſwr- nlbid.verſeo.” 
rection, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, and be made ( 
conformable unto his death. ER Re > ft 
"There is an Experimentas//knowledge then to be * 
looked after, beſide the Aetall : and fo is therea p 
Pratticall knowledge likewiſe, as well as an 1ntelle- 
all, When Chriſt is ſaid to have knowne no ſinze: 
wee cannot underſtand this of /ztellefFuall know- 
ledge (for had he not thus knownefinne, he could 
not have reproved itashedid )but of Prad7icall,'So 
that, 0 Hlee knew 70 flane, in S, Paul x muſt be concei- o 2 Cor.y.21, 
vedto be the very ſame with, ? He did no /inne, in paPets, 22, 
S. Petey, In the firſt ro the Romanes, they that | 
4kxew God, becauſe they glorified him not 45 God, are 4Rom-1: 27: 
therefore ſaid, * »ct to have Ged in their knowlrdve, rWbidyeds. + 
God made his wayes and his lawes knowne to the "=. 
children of Ifrael in the deſert; and yet he ffaid of \Pal.gs. 10. 
them : 1t is a people that ave cr re in their heart, and they yr» 3, to, 
bave not knowne my wayes. For there is ati errour in comp edwich 
theheart, as wellas inthe brdine: and 4kinde of ige, Z2416.16.17. 
norance arifing from the will, as well as from 'thc AviſteP Brbie. 
minde, And therefore in the Epiſtle to the He- 4 3. cp r. 
| brewes, *all ſhines are termed Hoiuerd, 7>worances, AYW6 Þ 
and » ſinners &yyoduyre; egy mhavupener, 1gnorant and or- © 7% 0 
ring perſons : becauſe how ever' in the general! the \;- 
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underſtanding may be informed rightly, yet When 2 G1 dj &= 
4 | particuſaraqionscometo berelolved upon, mer's guariey, 
perverſe wils and inordinate affe&tions clonde their 4d 7 roms. 

mindes, andleadrhery out of the way, Tharthere- rlwdiuagr!- 
f "Af Wag {Mt CY YT. ' Sz "5 $3 '"yW » ay gf 

fore is to bee accounted ſound” Knirpledge,” which ya ixo1 2 
ſinkerh from the braine into the heart, and'from 95 x«xet 
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wee keepe his commanaements, He that ſaith, 1 know 
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"thence breaketh forth into aQtion : (ſetting head, 


heart, hand,and all aworke:)and ſo much onely muſt | 
thou reckon thy ſelfe to know in Chriftianitie, as 
thouart able ro make uſeof inpraftiſe, For as Saint 

Tames ſaith of faith z* Shew me thy faith by thy workes: 
ſo doth hein like manner of knowledge. y who is 4 
wiſe man, and endued with knowledge amono# you ? 
let him ſhew out of a good conver/ation his wor kes with 
weekene(ſe of wiſedome : and S. John much to the ſame 
purpoſe, * Hereby we dove knew that we know him, if 


hin, and keepeth not his commandements, is a lyay, and 
the truth is not is him, 

He ſpeaketh there of Teſus Chriſt the righteous : 
the Sonne of God, who is here in my text likewiſe | 
made” the 0bieZ of this Knowledge. * Thou art | 
Chriſt the Sonne of the living God: 18 by Chriſt him- 
ſelfe made the rocke upon which the whole Church 
is builded, And, > Other foundation (ſaith $, Pau! ) 
64% 1n0 man lay, than that is laid, which ts leſus Chriſt, 
* Not that wee ſhould thinke, that there were no 0- 
ther fundamentall do&rine ro bee acknowledged 
but this alone ( for the articles of the Holy Ghoſt, 
forgivenefle of {innes, reſurreRion of the dead, 
eternall judgetnent, and ſuch like orher, have their 
placealfo in the « foundarion)burt becauſe this isthe | 
molt ſpeciall obje&of faich, and the primarie foun- 
dation of all the other, For firſt, as Ged'ts made the 
coxquate objed of the whole bodie of Divinitie,| 


- notwithſtanding; it treateth alſo of men and An- 


Bel, Heavenand Hell, Sinne and Obedience, and 
ndrie other particulars ; becauſe all rheſe aref 
F _ brought 


i. 
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| brought to God redudtimety, it not as expiications 
{ of his Nature, yet of his Workes and Kingdome: 
ſo lixewile may Chreft be made the primaric head of 
2 all other fundamentall articles, b<caufe they have 
Z all reference ynto him g being ſuch as Concerne cy- 
7 therhis Father, or his Spirit, or his Incarnation, or 
* his Office of Mediarion, or his Church, or the ſpe- 
> ciall Benefits which he hath purchaſed for it. 


Secondly, howtoever this faith and mo 


! being raken in their larger extent, have tor their tul 


objec what-ever is revealed in the VVord of God: 
yer as they build us upon the foundarion, as they 1n- 


# corporatc us into the myſticall body, as they are the 


meanes of ourjuſtification and life, they looke upon 
the Sore of God, and him onely, The holy Scriptures 
(within the bounds whereof the utmoſt extent of all 
our faith and knowledge muſt be contained ) are 4- 
ble to make us wiſe unto ſalvation; but yet through 
faith which is inChriſt Ieſus (2 Tim. 3. 15. $0, by his 
knowledge (or tne knowledge of himſcite) ſhall my 
righteous ſervant iuflifie many : faych the Father of 
the Son, Eſay 53. 11, And rhe fe which 1 now live 
zx the fleſh, 1 live by the faith of the Sow of Ged, who lo. 

wed me, and gave —_— for me : ſaith the Apoſtle, 
Gal. 2.20, The children of Iſrael in the wilderneſle, 
being ſtung with fierie Serpents, were directed, for 

theirrecovery, to looke upon the brazen Serpent : 


which was a figure of * the Sow of man, lifted ap upon « Toh.z.14.15 


the Crofle ; that whoſoever did beleeve in him, might 


not periſh, but have eterall life. Now as the [ſrac- 
lites with the ſameeyes, and withthe ſame vilive fa- 
, Cultic, wherewith they beheld the ſands and the 
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youe/s Ng the Originall may well bearc it) Jeſus Chriſt is the 


&ure (1C.9%- chiefe corner-ſtonc, 
KO ) 1408s 
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 Ept.4144s- here ſhew that the Miniſtery was inſtituted, * har 


mountains inthe deſert, did lookeupon the brazen 
erpent allo; but were bY by faſtning theirſight 


upon chat alone,and not by looking upon any other 
0 


je& : ſo by the ſame faith\and knowledge where- 
by we arc juſtified, f we underſtand that the world wes 
framed by the word of God, and beleeveallother truths 
reveal2d; and yet fides qua 7uſtificans, faith as it doth 
juſtific us,doth not look upon theſc,but fixeth it lelfe 
ſolely upon the Son of God, not knowing any thing 
here but Icſus Chriſt and him crucitted And thus 
hath our Saviour aſpeciall and peculiar place in that 
larger foundation: according to that of the Apoſtle, 
Epheſ. 2.20, Tec are built upen the foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, 8 of which { torſo his words in 


It followeth now, that wee ſhould procced from 
the foundation to the ſtrudtere : and fo  /exvins the 
principles of the aottrine of Chriſt,goe on unto per jeftion 


[ unto a perfett man, anto the meaſure of the ſiiture of 


the flneſſe of Chriſt]: There isa time wherein,Chriſt 
is but begun, andas it werea-breeding in us, Gal, 4. 
19, My little childrew,of whom | travell inbirth agarne 
untill Chriſt be formed in you. Alter that he hath heene 
formed in cur hearts,he isat firſt but as ababethere; 
yctreſteth nor at thar ſtay : butas in his naturall bo- 
dy hee ' zacreaſed in ſtature, ſo in every part of his 
myſticall body hee hath ſet for himſelfe a certajne 
meaſure of ſtature, and a vine of growth z which 
being attained unto, a Chriſtian is thereby made 4 
perfeit man, And for this endalſo doth che Apoftle 


we 


- 
%. 


b>> 


a - - 
hs ot "ts —_—_—_e "" 
bh ooo we Y A: - 
I 


before his Maieſtie. 


— CK _— c——— ——__ RS 2} N — RO—_ _ — Is a 


_— 


—O —_— 


we henceforth ſhould be no more childrex (as it isinth6+ 


words immediately following my Text), but that 
we might grow up into him in all things, which i the 
head, even Chriſt, For the perfettion which the A- 

oltle here ſpeaketh of, is not to be taken abſolute- 
by (as if any ablolute perfeQtion could be found a- 


- mong man in this lite)but incompariſon with child- 


hood ; As the oppoſition is more clearely made by 
him, in 1, Corinth.14. 20, Brethren, Oye" pr, 
in unacr ſtanding, howbeit in malice be yu-eilaren, 
butt in underſtanding be perfeet, that istoſay, of mans 
eſtate. And,' Heb, 5, 13. 14. Every one that uſeth 


milke, is wnskilfull in the word of righteonſneſſe ; for he 


is a babe : but ſtrong meat belomgeth to them that are per- 


#4, that is, that are of full ages as our Interpreters 


have rightly rendred it. 

Now as there is great difference among men in 
their naturall Drove; ſo is there no lefle varictic a- 
mong them alfo in refpe& oftheir ſpirituall flature : 
there being ſeveral! degrees of this imperfe&R kinde 
of perteion here ſpoken of ; which, according to 
the diverſicie of times, places, and perſons, may 
admita greater ora lefier meaſiire, For we maynor 
thinke that the ſame meaſnre of knowledge (tor ex- 
ample) is ſufficient fora learned man and an unlear- 
ned; fori Paſtor, and for an ordinaric Chriſtian ; 
for thoſe that lived in the time of dackeneſle, and 
them that enjoy the light of the Goſpelztor them 


that havethe meanes, and themthatwant it, But, 


according to the meaſure of the gift of God, wee 
muſt know notwithſtanding that it is required gene- 


rally of allmen ; that they grow i grace, and in the 
= F9 know- 
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know /edze of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, (2, 
Per, 2. 18.) not. in kx:w/eaze onely, bur in grace tC, 
ven | grow wp into bins #1 a1 things, whithss the head, 
,as our. Apoltlc here admoniiherh-us,. Wee miilt. 
proceed from /aith to faith, (Rom.1,17)thatis,from 
one meaſure arid degree of ir unto another ;and this 
being the root, ang other graces as it werethe bran- 
ches, if it grow apace, orher graces alſo muſt haſten, 
and ripen, and grow proppretonably with it : clſe 
thou maycſt juſtly ſuſpe&, that thy is. nat 
ſound, and ann to that which the Apoſtle 
ſheweth to be in the myſtical! body of Chriſt; which 
W 4697 47492 tot he effettauall working in the mca(nxc of 
Every pert, makerh increaſe of the bodie,” unto the e 
difjing of it ſelfe in love, The time will not permir me 
to proceed any further ; and therefore here I cnd, 

" Now the God of peace, that brought againe fromthe - 
dead var Lord leſus, that great Shephard of the Sheepe, 
through the bloud of his everlaſting Covenant, make 
you per feit in every good worke to doe his will, 
working in you that which is well-ptea ſing 

Fi ſehr, through Jeſus Chriſt : 


1 
to whom be glorie for ever 


'p 


7 aud eVET. Amen, 
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